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49 a)   Read the text about the school system in the USA and identify the levels of schooling 

American students pass through. Use a dictionary when necessary. 

School in the United States 

  

There are different types of 

schools and colleffps in the 

United States, and there are 
many differences among them. 
Yet, they are in some ways 
similar in their structure. 

American students pass 
through elementary and high 
school. About 85 per cent of 
students attend public schools. 
The other 15 per cent attend 
private schools. 

Elementary School usually 
means grades Kindergarten (K 
— most schools start at the 
kindergarten level) through 8. 
But in some places, the elementary school 
includes only grades К to 6. 

Almost every elementary school provides 
instruction in Mathematics, Language arts (a 
subject that includes reading, grammar, 
composition and literature), penmanship, 
science, social stu

K
dies <? 

subject that 
includes history, 
geography, 
citizenship and 

economics), 
music, art and 

physical 
education. In 

many 

elementary 

schools, courses 

in the use of 

computers have 

been 
introduced. 
And in some areas, a second language (other 

than English) is offered in the upper 

elementary grades. 
High School generally means grades 9 to 

12. However, in many districts, junior high 
school includes grades 7 to 9. And when 
grades 7—9 are included with the 10th, 1 l th 
and 12th grades, all six are said to form a 
senior high school. 

Most secondary schools offer the same 

 "core" of required subjects:  
English, Mathematics, Science, 
Social Studies and Physical 
Education. In some areas and at 
more advanced levels students 
can choose some subjects. And 
they can take additional units as 
electives, for example, a year of 
European history and a year of 
world political issues. Elective 
courses vary from school to 
school. Some high schools 
specialize in business education, 
or industrial trades, or foreign 
languages. A student planning to 

be a physician would want to attend 

a school offering many electives in science. 
High school students can take vocational 

courses that prepare them to perform specific 

jobs, such as that of 

an automobile 

mechanic or a 

carpenter. Advanced 

courses prepare other 

students for university 

or college study. 
Schools organize 

all kinds of sport 
activities. Most schools 

publish their own 

student newspapers, 
and some have their 

own radio stations. 
Almost all have student 
orchestras, bands and choirs, which give 

public performances. There are theatres and 

drama groups, chess and debating clubs, 
Latin, French, Spanish and German Clubs,  
groups which meet after school to discuss 

computers, chemistry, or other topics. 

 
b)   What have you found out about elective and vocational courses most high schools offer?  

 



 

 



  

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



  

 



 

 



  

 



  

 



  

 



  

 



 

 



 

 



  

 



 

 



  

 



 

 



  

 



 

 



  

 



 

 



  

 



  

 



  

 



 

 



  

 



 

 



  

 



  

 



  

 



 

 



  

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



  

 



  

 



 

 



  

 



 

 



  

 



 

 



  

 



  

 



 

 



  

 



  

 



 

 



  

 



 

 



 

 



  

 



  

 



 

 



  

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



  

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



  

 



 

 



  

 



 

 



 

 



 

 


